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Habitat 67-Literature Study
Housing Community

Habitat 67, designed by the Israeli-

Canadian architect Moshe Safdie as the

Canadian Pavilion for the World
Exposition of 1967, was originally
intended as an experimental solution for
high-quality housing in dense urban
environments. Safdie explored the
possibilities of prefabricated modular
units to reduce housing costs and allow
for a new housing typology that could
integrate the qualities of a suburban
home into an urban high-rise.
Reflecting on the project‟s significance
in “A look back at habitat ‟67” Safdie
stated that “Habitat „67 is really two

ideas in one. One is about

prefabrication, and the other is about

rethinking apartment-building design in
the new paradigm.

• Habita t67 wasconstructed  
from 354 identica land  

completelyprefabrica ted  
modules(re fe rred to as  

“boxes”)stacked in various
combina tionsand connected  
by steel cables.

• The apartmentsvaryin shape  

and size,since theyare  
formed by a group of one to  
fourof the 600 square -foot  

“boxes” in d iffe rent  
configurations.

• Each apartment isreached  
through a serie sof pedestrian  
stree tsand bridges,a long with  

three vertica lcoresof  
e leva torsforthe top floors.

• Service and parking facilities  
are separa ted fromthe  
tenant‟sc irculation routes,  

loca ted on the ground floor.

Prefabrication

The on-site prefabrication

system should have reduced

the cost of production, an

integral part of Safdie‟s vision

for creating an affordable

housing c omplex.

Unfortunately, due to the

reduction of the project‟s

mass scale, costs were much

higher than expected.

However, though Habitat

failed to strike a new wave of

prefabrication, it succeeded

in creating a new housing

typology that is both effective

and site adaptable.

By s tacking concrete “boxes” in variant geometrical configurations, Safdie was 

able to break the traditional form of orthogonal high rises, locating each box a  

s tep back from its immediate neighbor. This ingenious method provided each 

apartment with a  roof garden, a  constant flow of fresh air and a  maximum of 

natural light: qualities which were unprecedented for a  twelve story apartment 

complex. Habitat 67 thus pioneered the integration of two hous ing typologies—the 

suburban garden home and the economical high-rise apartmentbuilding.

15 housing spaces with different configurations, fora total of 158 

residenc es within the c omplex.
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Modular design, or modularity in design, is a
design principle that subdivides a system into
smaller parts called modules (such as modular
process skids), which can be independently
created, modified, replaced, or exchanged
with other modules or between different
systems. It is versatile in the sense that can be
used in permanentand temporary installations.

CONCEPT- Module

Why Modular Construc tion?

1.Project time can be dramatically

shortened if fabrication, assembly, and

testing of the process system occur

during any site civil and facilities

construction. In a traditional project

timeline, site civil and facilities must be

completed before any process system

work can begin. Since process systems

are being assembled off-site into easily

transportable skids, modular process

systems can be developed in parallel

with c ivil and fac ilities c onstruc tion.

2.Lower labo r and operationa l c osts are

achieved due to a shorter project

timeline, efficient use of material, and a

smaller field c rew

3. Production style assembly and

perfect construction conditions reduce

material waste. Components are

simplified as much as possible to reduce

overall construction costs and part

maintenanc e c omplexities.

4. Welding, pipe-fitting and other

fabrication processes are performed

under ideal conditions

Becausemodularunitsneed to  
meetregulationsfor travel and  
assembly,the finalproductcan  
end up be ing moredurable  
than a traditional build that  
didn‟thave to be assessed part  
by part

Many modularunitsuse  
Structural Insulated  

Panelswhich are light  
yetdurable and  

provide improved  
thermal insulation as  

well asdamp and cold
resistance when  

compared to materials  
like timber.The factory  

construction also  
removesthe potentia l  

for high levelsof  
moisturebeing  

trapped inside the  
construction,improving 

the qualityof the
product

Modularconstructionshave  
been shown to offertime  
savingsof more than 50%  
when compared to traditional  
builds,with the inherentcost  
savingsthisprovides
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